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This session will examine:

Ã What is heritage conservation?

Ã The benefits of conserving historic places.

Ã The importance of encouraging historic place 

conservation at the community level.

Ã Heritage values and values-based management.

Ã The Prince George context study process.

Ã Energy efficiency initiatives for heritage buildings.

Ã The KasloCity Hall rehabilitation project.



What is heritage 

conservation?

All actions that are 

aimed at safe-

guarding heritage 

values and character 

of a place, and 

extending its physical 

life.



What is 

rehabilitation?

Providing for the 

continuing use of 

a heritage 

building while 

protecting its 

heritage value.



What is green

rehabilitation? 

The act of providing for the 

continuing use of a heritage 

building while reducing its 

environmental impact and

protecting its heritage 

value.



Heritage conservation 

in Canada is 

promoting the key 

messages:

òThe greenest 

building is the one 

that is already builtó

òYou cannot build 

your way to 

sustainability, but we 

can conserve our way 

to sustainability.ó



What We Do

Ã Encourage and facilitate the protection and 

conservation of heritage property in British 

Columbia.

Ã Build capacity for heritage conservation within the 

provincial government and at the local government 

and community level.

Ã Integrate values-based management for historic 

places into land-use planning.



Why We Do It

Ã Heritage conservation:

ÄManages the pace of change.

ÄAllows for continuity of social and physical fabric.

ÄSupports cultural heritage.

ÄProtects tangible and intangible values.

Ä Increases community pride.

Ä Is environmentally friendly.

ÄBoosts the economy.

ÄCreates jobs.

ÄStimulates positive development.



Community Pride



Smart Materials



Extreme Makeovers

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/c/c3/Stanley_Theatre.jpg


Saves Energy



Keeps Green Spaces Green



Decreases Pollution

Environmental Effect Rehabilitation
Demolition & New 

Construction

Energy Use (Gigajoules) 5,169 13,734

Global Warming Potential (CO2 tonnes) 448 1,007

Acidification Potential (SO2 tonnes) 2 7



Creates Jobs



Downtown Revitalization & Economic Stimulation



Communicating the Importance of 

Conserving Historic Places



Values-Based Management

Ã Paradigm shift in heritage conservation 

methodology.

Ã Allows a community to identify its values and the 

places that embody those values.

Ã Allows for a wider range of historic places to be 

conserved for this and future generations.



Heritage Conservation

òExpertó 
Identifies & 
Ranks Places

Community 
Protects 
Places

Traditional Approach Values-Based Management

Land Use Planning & 
Conservation Activities

Community Identifies Historic 
Places

Community Identifies Values





Heritage Values

ÃThe aesthetic, historic, scientific, cultural, 

social or spiritual importance or 

significance for past, present or future 

generations. 





Engaging Communities





Integrating Heritage and 

Future-Planning



Prince George Context Study

http://66.51.172.116/














Context Study

Ã Understand where you came from in order to guide 

where youõre going.

Ã Understand community heritage values.

ÃIdentify how the communityõs significant events, 

people, eras, and òtransforming impulsesó have 

made the city what it is today.

Ã What does it mean to be our community? What is 

our collective heritage?





Plan for Conservation

Identify Historic Places

Identify Heritage Values



Thematic Framework

Ã Peopling the Land

Ä Why did and do people want to live here?

Ã Developing Economies

Ä How and why is economic development important to Prince Georgeõs 
heritage?

Ã Governing the Region
Ä How and why is Prince Georgeõs role as an administrative centre significant?

Ã Building Social and Community Life
Ä What is special about the social and community life of Prince George?

Ã Expressing Intellectual and Cultural Life
Ä What is unique about Prince Georgeõs expressions of intellectual and 

cultural life?











Identifying historic places related to each of the 

five themes

Mapping












