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óTeam of Seattle Green Building Professionals Forms to Make an 

Ultra Sustainable Building a Reality ïFor Freeô 
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BUILDING ENVELOPE

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed 

citizens can change the world.  Itôs the only thing that ever has.
Margaret Mead
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In Collaboration Withé

Margaret Mead
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KMD Architects | GGLO | Quantum | 2020 Engineering | GeoEngineers | Rushing

OôBrien & Co | Skanska| Parsons PR | Back to Nature Design

Morrison Hershfield | Cascadia | City of Seattle | King County
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The Bertschi School
(Bert-she)

Bertschi School educates children to 

become compassionate, confident and 

creative learners in a global community.
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SCHOOL VALUES:

Our community values 

integrity, inclusiveness, 

respect, and a commitment 

to sustainable practices.

ÅFounded 1975 

ÅPre-K through 5th

Å228 Students

Å30 Faculty

http://www.bertschi.org/
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Where Science Lives

http://www.bertschi.org/
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project location + statistics

The Bertschi School Campus

Project Site

Zoning: L-2

Occupancy: Group E/U

Site: 3,466 sf

Building: 1,250 sf

Landscape: 2,240 

Use: Classroom
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bertschi LBC timeline
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The Design...
and Process

THERESTORATIVEDESIGN COLLECTIVE
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student wish list
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óa greenhouse where 

something is always growingô

student wish list
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óa stream running through 

the classroomô

student wish list
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óa bamboo fountain to 

relieve stressô

student wish list
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ócisterns to collect 

water for students to see 

and monitor rainfallô

student wish list
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Bertschi Alumni

Video



THE RESTORATIVEDESIGN COLLECTIVE

team collaboration
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Site / Floor Plan
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20 imperatives

Site
01 Limits to Growth

02 Urban Agriculture

03 Habitat Exchange

04 Car Free Living

Water
05 Net Zero Water

06 Ecological Water Flow

Energy
07 Net Zero Energy

Health
08 Civilized Environment

09 Healthy Air

10 Biophilia

Materials
11 Red List

12 Embodied Carbon Footprint

13 Responsible Industry

14 Appropriate Sourcing

15 Conservation + Reuse

Equity
16 Human Scale + Humane Places

17 Democracy + Social Justice

18 Rights to Nature

Beauty
19 Beauty + Spirit

20 Inspiration + Education
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ÅEthnobotanical Garden

ÅCelebrates native northwest natural/cultural history

ÅTubers, berries, and leaves for edible and herbal use

02 Urban Agriculture
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02 Urban Agriculture
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02 Urban Agriculture
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Water System (Rainwater)

05 Net Zero Water
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Water System (Rainwater)

1. Rain falls onto roof

05 Net Zero Water


