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ENVIRONMENT

Tiny box of green ideas

PHOTOS BY DERRA BRASH, TIMES COLONIST
Allison Asheroft's home will be in the Green Skyline tour. Ashcroft's “work in progress® is to bring her 1909 house up to green standard.

Visit older home that’s getting Earth-friendly reno

1IM GIESON building professionals, lasting sbout ~ TAKE THE TOUR
Tames Colonist an hour at each location. house .
Five years ago, Asheroft bought L';i:‘r::::‘;(’;m Gmx“éuojﬁ';
UNison Ashcroft down- the Fernwood house nobody \umlcd Coundl

plays her Rebecea Street
home, one of four on
next weekend's Green
Skyline house tours
organized by the Cascadia Green
Building Council.
“It's a tiny, ugly house,” Asheroft
, in e visitors envision a
house tucked away
on the short dead-end street off
upper Pandora Avenue, Inste;
a lirtle white stucco box, built
1y 1906k, that is in the proc
being renovated up 1o the en
mental gold standard of 1
Leadership in Energy and Enviren-
mental Design.
The tour — including four com-
mercial buildings open to the pub-
lie on Friday — promotes green or
envirenmentally positive building

|||| Climate-change ups the urgency
for green cons truction

“The icebergs are melting. We
knuu we need to get people to do
Voollinms says.
rst held only in Vancouver lnst
year, the tour has expanded its cov-
erage 1o showease more than 30 of
the most innovative residentia

Allison Asheroft shows off the rain-
water collection system at her
Rebecca Street home.

gram held in many European and
some Canadian cities, the Green
Skyline tour aims to celebrate the
province's achievements in green

because it was the ches
toria, languishing on the mark:
over a month al a time how
in a few days. Another plus was its
proximity to downtown and a pri-
vat eit tiny, back garden, Her
I.<|sl t.urslu: had been a Brooklyn fire

| III‘I“} she did some decorating
inside, but knew more substantial
work needed to be done. She wanted
to renovate the existing house plus

build a second-storey addition and
do so with the least impact on the
environment.

“Fixing up an older house is more
about making a tigl -

. Vive, It sources green mate-

1 . supplies and trades for
homeowners,

Ashecroft terms what she s done

green.” She's brought t
space and interfor walls up to eny
ronmental standard plus now I.
rainwater collection
upgrading the inte
installed the
fulure ener;
for budgetary and technok | rea-

FRIDAY, SEPT. 26

The fallawing commercial bulldings
are open for tours only on Fricay

| 11 am.: University of Victoria's
Social Science and Mathematics
Builifing. on the Ring Road

®12:30 p.m.: Burnside Gorge
Community Centre, 471 Cecefia Rd
2 p.m.; CRO regional headquarters,
625 Fisgard St

® 3:30 pm.: Mountain Equipment Co-
o, 1450 Government 51

SUNDAY, SEPT. 28

The follawing residential buildings
are open Bor tours only on Sunday:
|11 am; g, 2012 Femwood
R, www.rigloata

W 12:30 p.m.: LEED for Homes pilat
penject, 1605 Rebecca St

2 p.m.: Dockside Groen, 389 Tyee
Rd., waw.docksidegreen.com
330 pm.; Eco-Sense, 3295
Compton Rd, W., Highlands,
W00 SEMSE.CB W

Tour infi 604-909.9559

SUMS are now not readily doable.
s not much to look at,” she con-
cedes about her tour house, being

or wwwcascadiaghcorg
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PHOTO CREDIT AL CAPS
Ann Balrd, above, s working with her husband Gord to complete their Highlands home built
with cob, Participants in the Green Skyline Tour ean see the work in progress. Also on the tour
are parts of the Dockside Green development, below,
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Zigloo Domestique demaonstrates Her second-floor addi-  ins o home in
e ush for ol shipping cantainers. ot Is new being nssem.  Narth America

bled ofF-site because of her Annand Gord Badrd are
about 50 feet  opening the doors
bows barely arm-  cob home even though the
rance on either  couple are still & month
moving from
n their High-
Iands property |.u..:nmr
cob house. The are
made from cob m.m-n-ll s
LI,IHIJ’ULHI)I! traffic. The earth. sand and straw

prr[.:l‘ punels are brought  that s idead for the region’s
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far floors,  climate os 1t's not affected
by moisture. Cob absorbs
the moisture in the air without

Reb Strest pilot proj- akening and releases it
ect a8 o good example how in when it bakes in the
individunl homeowners  sun. Other green features

n embrace green con-  include solur energy pan
siruction with existing els, a “living” roof, solar
structures. “It's doable,” er for domestic hot

she says, water and for hydronic in-
The house toar w floar heating., and water.
highlight features that  less composting tollets.
save energy, woter and
friendly

 Dockside Green

0

ard Winning

wanic
Royal Bay Builder compound paints, These
: it - = . 1 result in lower gas emis-  owarded under |
New Lots inThe and sions just as o other new, ghbourhaod Dev

dc-compound build-  ment, Dockside Green
ing materials, considered one of the most

Another green alterna-  innovative green commu
tive is re-u and recy- ity developments  in
cled wood products. North America

‘Water conservation can Same of the sustainabil
ensily begin with installa- ity features highlighted an
tion of low-flow toilk the tour include the devel
showerheads. opment’s biomass gasifics.
energy savings can be rict  Energy
achieved, for example, by tem, which services sl
insulating a crawlspace or  The heat and hot water
choasing solnr-heated hot-  requirements, the on-site
- Sunday I - 4 p.m. H \ L water tanks, Wooll atment of all waste

- ] er, and the real-time

apin energy melering in r.nl.h
ing mm conling: costs suite, which allows r
The tours, Woollinm dents 1o monit ||!Lll
. will be an annual  usage and adjust settings
it and expand across their home computer
the province or remotely.

“Ench year. this tour is
growing as the stock of m Zigloo Domestique
green buildings grows, IT your esthelic tastes
as interest in this grows"  Jean toward the industrial
Woolliams says. “In the side, you might find Zigho
future, we hope to make Domestique of interest
this an event that engages  Masle from eight well-trm
the whole province. We  elled shipping containers
Green Skyline  stacked onto a small city
ving such m cen-  Jot, the 1B00-square-foot
British  home required B0 per cent
we are to  besa new wood than its tr
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